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SUBJECT: UNUSUAL MEETING BETWEEN SENATE STAPLER BENNET AND SOVIET 
OPFICIALS 

1 . SUMMARY. SENATE BUDGET COMMITTEE STALE DIRECTOR DOUGLAS 
BENNET, JR. MET ALONE WITH TWO SOVIET OPPICIALS UNDER UNUSUAL 
CIRCUMSTANCES JANUARY 9. ALTHOUGH WE UNDERSTAND THAT NOTHING 
UNTOWARD TOOK PLACE AT THE MEETING, THE SOVIETS EXPRESSED GREAT 
INTEREST IN CONGRESSIONAL ATTITUDES TOWARD THE MEN ISSUE AND 
UNDERTOOK TO MAINTAIN CONTACT WITH BENNET THROUGH THE SOVIET 
EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON. END SUMMARY. 

2. BENNET WAS ESCORTED TO THE HOTEL ROOM BY THE EMBASSY LOCAL, 
WHO THEN LEPT. BENNET WAS MET BY TWO SOVIETS, WHO INTRODUCED 
THEMSELVES AS AUDREY MIKHAILOVICH GORDEYEV AND FNU VOLKOV. THEY 
SAID THEY "WERE CONNECTED WITH THE MPA", DID NOT USUALLY MEET 
WITH POREIGNERS, AND "ADVISED THE POLITBURO" ON U.S. AFPAIRS. 

3. GORDEYEV, WHO SEEMED TO BE THE SENIOR MAN, WAS ABOUT 40. 

HE UNDERSTOOD SOME ENGLISH BUT SPOKE IN RUSSIAN. VOLKOV APPEARED 
TO BE IN HIS EARLY 30'S, KNEW ENGLISH WELL, AND ACTED AS 
INTERPRETER. AT ONE POINT IN THE CONVERSATION VOLKOV INDICATED 
THAT GORDEYEV HAD BEEN IN THE U.S. (OUR CONSULAR SECTION PILES 
HAVE NO RECORD OP HIM). GODEYEV SAID HIS TELEPHONE NUMBER AT 
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THE MPA WAS 244-33-59. EMBASSY BIOGRAPHIC PILES DISCLOSE NO 
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INFORMATION ON EITHER MAN. 

4. AT THE OUTSET, THE SOVIETS SAID THEY WANTED TO MEET ALONE 
WITH BENNET "BECAUSE IT WAS HARD TO KNOW IF ONE WERE TALKING WITH 
CIA AGENTS", AND BENNET'S EMBASSY ESCORT MIGHT BE WITH THE CIA. 

BENNET REPORTED THAT THE MEETING ROOM, ON THE I6TH ELOOR, WAS 
GUARDED BY TWO PEOPLE "WHO LOOKED LIKE HOTEL EMPLOYEES." 

5. JUDGING EROM BENNET'S DICTATED RECAP,THE SUBSTANCE OE THE 
DISCUSSION WAS UNEXCEPTIONAL AND NO ATTEMPT WAS MADE TO COMPROMISE 
HIM. IN RESPONSE TO GORDEYEV'S QUESTIONS, BENNET DISCUSSED THE 
GENERAL ROLE OE CONGRESS IN EOREIGN POLICY. BENNET THEN TURNED 

THE CONVERSATION TO ANGOLA AND THE JEWISH EMIGRATION ISSUE. WHEN 
BENNET HAD TO LEAVE FOR ANOTHER APPOINTMENT, ALTER ABOUT ONE 
HOUR, HE AGREED TO THE SOVIETS' REQUEST TO MEET AGAIN LATER 
THAT DAY AT THE SAME PLACE. 

6. DURING THE SECOND SESSION, WHICH LASTED ONLY ABOUT 40 MINUTES, 

THE SOVIETS FOCUSED ON THE MFN ISSUE. BENNET SAID HE THOUGHT 
THAT IE THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT TOOK FORTHCOMING DECISONS IN THE 
NEAR EUTURE REGARDING ANGOLA AS WELL AS SOVIET JEWISH EMIGRATION, 

THE MEN QUESTION COULD BE RESOLVED RELATIVELY QUICKLY. BENNET 
SUGGESTED THAT THE SOVIET EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON SOUND OUT 
MEMBERS OE CONGRESS WHO HAD RECENTLY BEEN TO THE USSR. HE VOLUN- 
TEERED TO TAKE SOUNDINGS IN THE SENATE ON ANGOLA AND MEN. HE 
NOTED THAT THE MEN ISSUE WOULD HAVE TO BE NEGOTIATED WITH THE 
ADMINISTRATION, NOT WITH CONGRESS. 

7. GORDYYEV SAID HE WOULD INEORM DCM OF THE SOVIET EMBASSY IN 
WASHINGTON VORONTSOV OE THE CONVERSATION AND VORONTSOV OR SOME- 
ONE ELSE EROM THE EMBASSY WOULD BE IN TOUCH WITH BENNET. GORDEYEV 
ADDED THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO MEET AGAIN WITH BENNET (WHO MAY RETURN TO 
THE USSR LATER THIS YEAR) AND ALSO WITH OTHER SENATE STAEEERS WHO 
MIGHT BE VISITING MOSCOW. GORDEYEV WONDERED IE SUCH MEETINGS 

COULD BE ARRANGE "IN THIS CHANNEL." BENNET SAID THEY COULD, BUT 
HE KNEW OE NO ONE PRESENTLY PLANNNG A TRIP TO MOSCOW. 

8. COMMENT. IT IS DIEFICULT TO UNDERSTAND WHY THE MEETING 
WAS SET UP BY THE SOVIET SIDE IN THE ROSSIYA. IE THEIR AIM WAS 
TO EXCLUDE EMBASSY PARTICIPATION, THIS COULD HAVE EASILY BEEN 
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ACCOMPLISHED REGARDLESS OE THE MEETING SITE. PERHAPS GORDEYEV 
AND VOLKOV IN EACT WORK IN THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE APPARATUS, OR 
SOMEWHERE ELSE OTHER THAN THE MFA, BUT THIS WOULD NOT READILY 
EXPLAIN THEIR USING A HOTEL ROOM. IN ANY EVENT, IT OE COURSE 
REMAINS EMBASSY POLICY THAT A LEAST ONE EMBASSY OEFICER SHOULD 
ACCOMPANY OEEICIALS VISITORS ON CALLS. 

9. WE DID NOT HAVE A CHANCE TO DISCUSS THE MATTER IN DETAIL WITH 
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BENNET PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE. WE WOULD BE INTERESTED IN ANY BIO 
INEORMATION THE DEPARTMENT CAN TURN UP ON GORDEYEV AND VOLKOV. 
MATLOCK 
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